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When an eligible person dies, there are two Social Security benefits that may be available to the surviving 
spouse or entitled child. Forest Lawn is able to assist you to ensure you are able to receive the benefits 
available to you at the time of death.

Social Security Information

Lump Sum Death Benefit (LSDB) 
This benefit, currently $255, must be made  
within two years following the person’s death.  
To prevent delays, it’s important to have the proof 
of identification required. Eligible family members 
may include surviving spouses, children and 
dependent parents who meet certain household, 
age and dependency requirements.

1     Social Security Number

2     Marriage License

3     Children’s Birth Certificates

4     W-2 for the previous two years

5     Proof of widow(er)’s age if 62 years or older

6     Certified Copy of Death Certificate

Documentation You May Need to Apply 
Be sure to have the following information on hand when contacting your Social Security office to 
apply for benefits. The office staff can also tell you about other proof of identification that can be 
used when you apply.

Monthly Survivor Benefits 
Certain spouse and family members may also 
be eligible to receive monthly survivor benefits, 
provided the deceased has work covered by 
Social Security. Eligible family members include 
surviving spouses, ex-spouses, unmarried children, 
adult children with a disability and dependent 
children — who also meet age, disability, 
dependency and marriage requirements. 

For information about the specific  
Social Security benefits you may qualify 
for, visit www.ssaa.gov/survivor or call  
800-772-1213 (TTY 800-325-0778).


